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Take a Peek  
 

In ñDialoguesò Beth Stone-

braker describes a trip to Po-

land to fulfill her great-

grandfatherôs  dream on page 

8.  

 

We start a new column, 

ñWhatôs Cooking,ò by inter-

viewing Bernice Kesslen on 

page 6. 

 
Meet our ñShofar extraordi-

naire,ò Steve Rothstein, on 

page 10. 
 

FROM THE RABBI  
Rabbi Beth D. Davidson 

PRESIDENTôS MESSAGE 
Missy Haas 

I  would like to thank everyone who 

read, sang, or schlepped this past 

High Holy Day season. We couldnôt 

have celebrated  Rosh HaShannah 

and Yom Kippur without everyoneôs 

help!  It is a joy to be part of a com-

munity where those who choose to 

do so participate in public worship.  

Our Torah readers/chanters were 

great, Steve Rothstein, Shofar extra-

ordinaire, continues to blow me 

away, and we owe a huge debt to 

the behind-the-scene folks, Tom 

Anderson, Jet Goldberg and Karen 

Rothstein, for all the arranging, rear-

ranging, proof reading and hours 

that went into preparing our sanctu-

ary, our booklets and our handouts.  

To those who support TAY through 

the annual appeal, we thank you as 

well.  I hope each and everyone of 

us is inscribed for a year of good 

health, happiness, prosperity and 

peace. 

 

As you may know, in addition to 

leading services, reading Torah/

Haftorah, and giving a speech, we at 

TAY require each and every one of 

our Bônai Mitzvah students to do a Mitz-

vah Project.  This project has to be more 

than raising funds for an organization or a 

cause; each student has to commit at least 

six to eight hours of his/her time to some-

how making the world a better place.  At a 

time when our kids are fortunate enough to 

celebrate with family and friends, I think it 

is crucial for them to remember that we are 

lucky. Not everyone is, so as newly-minted 

Jewish adults, they should assume the re-

sponsibility that all Jewish adults have --- 

making the world a better place through 

their own efforts.  TZEDAKAH and TIK-

KUN OLAM must be, I think, among our 

primary Jewish values, and I hope the next 

generation gets that.  Many of them do, 

and over the last four years I have seen 

some wonderful and creative projects. 

 

One of these was ñOperation Can-Do,ò the 

brain child of Samantha Miller.  Knowing 

how I felt about Halloween (join us on 

Friday, Oct. 31 to hear the long version) 

she decided to make her observance of 

Halloween her Mitzvah Project.  She 

started a food drive --- asking for canned 

goods --- so that instead of another candy 

bar that no one needed, much needed food 

could find its way to those who are hungry.  

This is, and was, a fabulous idea (and, in 

fact, a family friend who heard about it, 

did an Operation Can-Do in Maine!) 

 

This year, I would like to extend 

ñOperation Can-Doò to the entire TAY 

family.  If you are willing to participate, 

please do two things:  first, buy a few less 

bags of candy  and instead get a few 

canned goods; second, call or email the 

Temple office and let us know you wish to 

participate..  This way we can make sure 

that a TAY student, or our Social Action 

Committee which is co-sponsoring this 

drive, can come by and pick up your cans 

(or you can drop them off in TAY office.) 

 

I know that we have all just participated in 

the High Holy Day Food Drive, and that 

canned goods can be expensive.  But I 

think most of us have the ability to give a 

(Continued on page 2) 

Wow, itôs November already.  Our suk-

kah just went up, the leaves are every 

shade of red and yellow, and now Iôm 

turning my attention to Thanksgiving.  

The first thing that pops into my head 

when I think about this holiday is a big 

turkey dinner.  Then I remember how 

thankful I am that our congregation was 

so generous during the Religious Re-

sponse to Hunger and how we continue to 

collect food for New Horizons. 

 

Next, I consider the size of the table we 

will need as we gather together.  Then, I 

remember how thankful I am that I was 

able to welcome a new year with so many 

members of my TAY family as our con-

gregation continues to grow.   At Thanks-

giving time I also think about how cold 

itôs getting outside and how many people 

donôt have the warmth of a home and 

family to shield them from the elements. 

Then, I remember how thankful I am that 

the members of our congregation continue 

to support community programs, temple 

(Continued on page 2) 
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little more.  My hope is that participat-

ing families will prepare three to five  

cans, and hand those out when our 

kids come calling.  When the cans 

have been handed out, great!  You 

donôt have to keep raiding your pan-

try.  Our collectors will be given re-

usable, recyclable bags, and when the 

food is gathered at TAY, we will then 

make sure it is delivered to those in 

need. 

 

Even if and when we downplay or 

remove the Christian gloss that was 

added to the original pagan Celtic ob-

servance of  Halloween,  it is still a 

non-Jewish holiday.  Propitiating the 

forces of nature is distinctly un-

Jewish, as is the gluttony which is too 

often the end result of Trick-or-

Treating.  We have just celebrated our 

own New Year --- we donôt need to 

borrow the ancient Celtsô.   

 

Our calendar contains its own festival 

of merriment and dress up --- Purim.  

It  however, imbues the fun with an 

important religious message in this 

day and age when assimilation is such 

a concern for our community.  And 

Purim makes the sharing of food and 

gifts a positive occurrence,  not the 

result of trying to ward off vandalism 

or mean spirited pranks.   

 

It would be wonderful if all the Jewish 

families that observe Halloween 

would this year make Purim part of 

their familial calendars.  That indeed 

would be something to celebrate.  Yet 

as strongly as I am opposed to Hal-

loween, I am a realist.  I know that this 

is one time when most liberal Jewish 

parents are not going to insist that 

their children swim against the stream.  

So the best I can do is co-opt the cele-

bration and make it have a positive, 

Jewish message --- feeding the hungry 

seems to me to do just that.  So this 

year, please consider participating in 

ñOperation Can-Do.ò  Who knows?  

Next year we may be able to make it 

(Rabbi Continued from page 1)  city-wide, and with the help and support 

of other synagogues even pull in other 

areas of our state.  Yes, chocolate is a 

food group for me, but this year letôs use 

Halloween as an opportunity to provide 

our hungry neighbors with nourishment 

that is good for the body and the soul. 

programs, and Federation programs when 

a growing number of people and organi-

zations need our help. 

 

Thank you for taking the time to vote on 

Nov. 4, for supporting our High Holiday 

Appeal, and for answering the call from 

the Federation for its campaign.  I wish 

you all a million different reasons to be 

thankful this Thanksgiving. 

(President Continued from page 1) 

 

   HONORING THE REISCHES  

 

Citing their dedication, leadership and commitment to community undertakings, 

The Manchester Region of the New Hampshire Charitable Fund has singled out 

Alan and Joan  Reische for this yearôs Lifetime Achievement Award. 

 

ñWe are profoundly honored and shocked,ò said Joan. ñItôs a humbling experi-

ence.ò 

 

Although she said ñI donôt feel that weôve earned it,ò both Alan and Joan have long 

been involved in community-based programs. Among his many activities, Alan, an 

attorney and native of New Hampshire whose parents were founding members of 

TAY, was most recently the president of CASA. 

 

  A professional baker, Joan, who was raised in Gloversville, N.Y. and has lived in 

Manchester for 43 years, has worked for Families in Transition, Planned Parent-

hood and the League of Women Voters and is a volunteer teacher in third and fifth 

grade ELL classes at the Webster School, the school Alan attended as a child. ñI 

call myself their guest grandma,ò she said. 

 

ôIn New Hampshire, Joan said,  óitôs easy for anyone  who has any interest in some-

thing in the community to get involved whether its religion, culture or social ser-

vices.  Itôs a way of life here.ò 

 

This was the eighth Lifetime Achievement Award given by the Manchester region 

and the fifth one honoring TAY members; others are Edward and Muriel Broad, 

Hilda Fleisher, Milton Machinist and Dick and Fran Winneg. 

SENIORS FOREVER YOUNG  

  Rivelle Feldman 

 

Although quickly booked, there might be 

last-minute openings for our ñDay at the 

Currierò on  Nov. 6.  Cancellations could 

make spots available f or this free event , 

so call Rivelle at 668-5716 to get on the 

waiting list. 

 

On Thursday, Nov. 20, Ayelet Binstock, 

our new shaliach from Israel will discuss 

current Israeli affairs at our meeting at 

TAY at 10 A.M 

BLESS THE PETS 

Please join us on Saturday, Nov. 1 at 9  

A.M. for our annual ñBless the Petsò 

event.  Bring your dogs, cats, birds, rep-

tiles, and amphibians to the synagogue 

for a blessing and a treat.  This year, we 

will have special guest from the War-

shaw menagerie, who will be open to 

giving the under 10 set pony rides! 

 

Adult Ed:  

ñIntroduction to Judaismò will meet at 

7:30 P.M. on Mon., Nov. 3, 10, and 17. 
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Women of Faith  

This interfaith group  will meet on 

Thursday, Dec. 4 at the Manchester 

Public Library.  Religious festivals 

I cannot emphasize enough how 

much we need your strong arms to 

help with set up  and clean up. We 

need older children who like eating 

pizza and who are able to lift mer-

chandise to  help with rummage set 

up on Saturday from 1 to 6 P.M. and 

again on Monday afternoon.  This is 

the one area where we truly need a 

lot of help.  Do a mitzvah if you can, 

even if itôs for an hour.  All profits 

from the sale go directly to TAY. 

 

The Sisterhood Board will meet on 

Monday. Nov. 3 at 7 P.M. 

 

On Nov. 19 we welcome back TAY 

Sisterhood member Dr. Nona Fien-

berg, Dean of Arts and Humanities at 

Keene State College.  She will lead 

our group in a discussion of Grace 

Paley, the Collected Storiesò at 7 

P.M.  We hope youôll join us for a 

fun and lively evening.  All TAY 

members are welcome. 

 

Keep in mind the  Sisterhood Winter 

Craft Fair on Sunday, Dec. 7 at 

10A.M. featuring   handmade items; 

Judaica and  Hannukah objects; jew-

elry; pottery, and wonderful books. 

Come early for the best selection.  

Susan Baroff chairperson adds her 

creative touch to this very special 

day. Sisterhood volunteers are 

needed to help customers and assist 

with set up. If youôd like to help call 

Karen at 641-3668. 

 

Speaking of Hannukah, Sisterhood 

volunteers are needed to staff the 

shop this year on Dec. 8, 10, 11 and 

18 during religious school hours.   

Call me at 641-3668 to work. 

SISTERHOOD 
Karen L. Rothstein 

TAY Sisterhood  

Rummage Sale 

Sunday, November 2 from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.  

Monday, November 3, from 9 a.m. to 12:00 Noon  

We need your strong arms to help set up  

Saturday, November 1st  from 1to 6 p.m.  

This is a fun and easy way to support the Temple  

Drop Off  Your Merchandise at the Temple  

October 27 ð31 during office hours  

Winter is coming so warm clothes are welcome 

Clothing should be clean and in good condition  

(if you would not wear it yourself,  

please do not donate it to Rummage) 

Please keep pairs of shoes together with elastic Call It Knitzvah  
 

The Knitzvah group of devotees of 

knitting and other other handcrafts 

meets at 6:30 P.M. on Thursday, 

Nov. 13.  Novices and mavens are 

welcome. 

celebrating light will be discussed. The 

meeting is free and open to all women. 

Details to follow. 
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 As a high school student at a small 

school, the friends I make outside of 

school are very important to me. 

Many of these friends are from 

MANTY, or Manchester Temple 

Youth. As a member I go to both 

local and regional events. The local 

activities include shul-ins, or sleep-

overs at the temple, and trips to 

places like Vertical Dreams, which 

we did in September.  

 

The regional events are hosted by 

temples in the NFTY-NE Region.  

There are about a dozen programs 

each year, all at different temples. 

One of them is Winter Wonderland 

which we present at Temple Adath 

Yeshurun. For 30 years now, we have 

proudly hosted this fun weekend of ski-

ing, snowboarding or tubing, topped off 

with a dance. 

 

There are mandatory services each day at 

NFTY events. Many programs also fea-

ture interesting ï and even fun ï classes.  

For example, at this past Summer Insti-

tute, the theme was ñTower of Babelò and 

in one session we read the book Yertle the 

Turtle by Dr. Seuss and discussed how it 

was similar to the story of the Tower of 

Babel. The classes open your eyes to par-

allels in everyday life to the Bible.  

 

The regional events are usually from Fri-

day afternoon to Sunday morning. I think 

that getting away from school and home 

for a weekend is a freeing experience, but 

others find it inconvenient. People like 

Sandy Stonebraker, my co-president, have 

things like play practice already sched-

MANTY  

Aviva Paiste 

 

MANTY  

 BAGEL SALE  
 

 

All proceeds go to MANTY (Manchester Temple Youth) and sponsor MANTY events  

  

Please return this form to TAY by Nov. 7 if you want bagels! 

 

All checks can be written to MANTY. If you want to support us without buying bagels, thatôs okay too! 

 

Questions? Email Mrs. Schechtman at tayschool@comcast.net, Aviva Paiste at 09paiste@derryfield.org or Sandra 

Stonebraker at sstonebraker@comcast.net 

 

Cut here - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
  

A SINGLE ORDER ($18) includes 1 dozen bagels, 8 oz. your choice cream cheese, 1 news paper of your choice, and 

coffee: 

_____ 1 dozen bagels (we will give you a variety!)   _____ 1 Sunday edition of the New York Times 

 _____ 8 oz. plain cream cheese                                 _____ 1 Sunday edition of the Boston Globe 

_____ 8 oz. chive cream cheese                                  _____ 1 package of coffee (makes enough for one pot) 

_____DOUBLE ORDER (ONLY $30!) 
 

_____ No thank you but please accept this donation 

 

DELIVERED TO YOUR DOOR ON SUNDAY NOVEMBER 16
TH! 

____________________________________________ 
(Name     phone number) 
____________________________________________ 
(street address    town) 

uled which is why we hold local events. 

 

To have these events, we need to raise 

money. One way we do that is by charg-

ing an annual membership fee. We also 

have the bagel sale, which will be on No-

vember 16 this year. Members of the tem-

ple order a choice of bagels, cream 

cheese, a newspaper, and juice. MANTY 

packs the bags and delivers them to the 

right houses.  We also make this fun for  

members with a shul-in the night before, 

watching movie and playing games. It is 

a great way to make friends.  

 

If you (or your teenager) would like to 

join MANTY, you can email me, Aviva 

Paiste, at 09paiste@derryfield.org; my co

-president Sandra Stonebraker at sstone-

braker@comcast.net, or Lisa Schecht-

man, our advisor, at tay-

school@comcast.net. 

mailto:09paiste@derryfield.org
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 WHATôS COOKING?  

 

This month we start a new column inviting our readers to immortalize their favorite, most successful recipes. 

So if you have any culinary secrets youôd like to share, send them along. Just remember, please, no shellfish or 

pork. 

 

Although she grew up in a traditional 

Jewish home in Haverhill, Ma., the mid-

dle of three sisters, Bernice Kesslen 

never spent much time in the kitchen. 

 

ñIt was Mommaôs kitchen,ò she re-

called. ñAnd she never let any of us 

cook or even help.ò 

 

It wasnôt until Bernice (and that rhymes 

with furnace) married in 1957 and es-

tablished her own kitchen that she be-

gan cooking. And sheôs been at it ever 

since; 51 years to be exact. And not just 

cooking for the family, she pointed out. 

ñI loved to entertain. Iôd entertain at the 

drop of a hat.ò 

 

(That this was still true was evident 

when a reporter made an appointment to 

interview her at noon at her Manchester 

condo and was invited to partake of a 

lavish luncheon featuring tuna salad to 

be eaten in a sandwich with a slice of 

cranberry sauce and a Jell-O mold.  ñItôs 

time to eat. So eat,ò she told the embar-

rassed reporter). 

 

In 1960, Bernice and her husband Paul, 

a widower, and his two children moved 

to Manchester where despite her child-

hood vow ònot to have anything to do 

with the shoe businessò because her 

family had been in  it,   Paul opened a 

shoe manufacturing company; she 

worked in the firmôs office. 

 

A few years after arriving in Manches-

ter, the Kesslens, unhappy with the 

first congregation they attended, de-

cided to sample Temple Adath Jeshu-

run.  ñPaul liked it so much because he 

said `they cut out the extraneous stuff, 

` that we joined,ò she said... 

 

She immediately became active in the 

temple, and at the same time contin-

ued her ñlove affairò with cooking. 

Much of that cooking was ñby osmo-

sis,ò she said. A great deal of her skills 

and repertoire, however, resulted from 

taking cooking lessons. In one of those 

courses, the instructor told the students 

to keep  notebooks listing every dinner 

they ever gave, the guests and the 

dishes served. 

 

ñI was looking over this one that I dug 

out of a carton I hadnôt opened in 

years,ò she said, holding up a slightly-

tattered, worn spiral notebook, ñand I 

came across some names I couldnôt 

remember.  I remembered the dishes, 

but the people just slipped my mind.ò 

 

The notebooks came in handy when 

Bernice and her close friend the late 

Lillian Jacobson, edited ñA Treasure 

of Treatsò for TAYôs Sisterhood. It 

took them five years to assemble and 

in 1977 the soft-cover volume was 

published, containing 673 recipes 

from appetizers to vegetables with a 

separate section on Passover. Two 

more editions followed in 1979 and 

1983, and while ñit took us a long time 

to break even,ò Bernice said, the cook-

book sold out and is now considered a 

family heirloom in many local homes. 

 

These days, Bernice, 91, and widowed 

for 20 years, splits her time between 

Manchester and Lantana, Fl.  And 

while slowing down a bit ï ñI donôt 

drive at night, any more,ò she said ï 

she continues her life-long love affair 

with cooking. To kick off The Bul-

letinôs new series, ñWhatôs Cook-

ing,ò she decided to contribute a 

ñmodernò recipe ideal for working 

women that requires little prepara-

tion and cooking time. Here it is: 

 

My Orange Chicken:  
2 lbs. boneless chicken                   

 breasts or thighs cut 
 into bite -size pieces  

Small can frozen orange             
 juice  

One can water       
½ cup marmalade   
1/3 cup sherry   

  1 tbsp powdered ginger  
2-3 tbsp candied ginger (or 

 preserves)  
3 tbsp Dijon mustard  
Juice of ¼ lemons  

Grated peel of 1 orange  
 
 Combine all ingredi-
ents in top of stove pot. Bring 
to boil and then simmer until 
chicken tender (about 30 
minutes).Turn off heat.  It is 
best to prepare in the morn-
ing or early afternoon and 
leave on stove so cooked in-
gredients have long time to 
absorb flavors. Reheat when 
serving over rice or noodles . 

 

 

Interfaith Thanksgiving  

 

This year we continue the tradition 

of combining with Temple Israel 

on holiday weekends.  TAY will 

host the communal Kabbalat Shab-

bat Service at 6 P.M. on Friday, 

Nov. 28. On Friday Dec. 26, the 

community will gather at TI. 
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On paper, Fran Short is retired; from 

work that pays, at least. But chances are 

that most days Fran can be found in the 

temple office, busily doing what assis-

tant treasurers do, dividing the money-

spent and money-collected chores with 

the treasurer Dot Warshaw. 

 

If sheôs not at TAY, then sheôs over at 

the Manchester Community Theater 

Players where she is a member of that 

groupôs board of directors and treas-

urer, writes the playbills and super-

vises the web which she created. 

 

The theater is a relatively new interest. 

She became involved because her hus-

band, Steve, is a long-time stage man-

ager for the company. Her allegiance 

to TAY, however, dates back to 1983 

when the family moved to Manchester 

from Methuen, MA, and joined the 

synagogue. 

 

A history student at Salem State Col-

lege in Salem, MA. where she met 

Steve who was studying to become a 

junior high social studies teacher, Fran 

was raised in Lawrence, MA. And, 

according to Steve, still retains what he 

calls a ñstrong Merrimack Valley ac-

cent.ò 

 

Until about 12 years ago, Fran was a 

stay-at-home mom with Brendan and 

Sarah (now young adults who work and 

live in Boston).  She was ñvery activeô 

in temple affairs like Sisterhood and 

MANTY.  These activities were cur-

tailed for a decade while she worked as 

an account manager at a national insur-

ance company in Lexington, MA. 

It was the same firm that employed 

Steve who, unable to find a teaching job 

when he graduated, had forged a career 

in insurance. . 

 

Franôs official retirement meant that she 

could again make her presence felt at 

TAY. 

 

 ñI donôt, in general, like politics and 

try to stay out of it,ò she said. ñBut I 

feel strongly about TAY and its stabil-

ity and decided not to be critical from 

the sidelines. To step up to the plate 

and do something.  The post of assis-

tant treasurer was open and when 

asked, I took it.ò 

 

It also meant that she could resume the 

social life she found at the temple, 

ñthe basis for most of my friendships 

over the years,ò she said. She could 

also more frequently ñreturn to my 

spiritual home which has been espe-

cially meaningful this past year and a 

half with the deaths of my father and 

sister.  The spiritual side of life I have 

here is very important.ò 

The committee members identified 

the following projects for Novem-

ber: 

  

 Winter Apparel Collection: We 

need items  in good condition, but 

no longer needed, for people in our 

community. There will be a collec-

tion box at the Temple for coats, 

hats, gloves/mittens, pants and 

scarves. Items should be clean and 

in usable condition (gently worn). 

  

"Operation Can-Doò: Instead of 

collecting candy on Halloween this 

year, TAY youth who come to your 

home for ñtricks or treats" are look-

ing for canned goods that will be 

donated to the soup kitchen to help 

feed the needy in our city.  Please 

let the temple office know if you 

will participate so we can direct a 

youth member of our congregation 

to your home for this important 

collection. 

 

If you are interested in participating 

in the Social Action Committee 

please contact me or leave your 

information with the temple of-

fice.  Our next meeting is Nov.13. 

At 7:30 P.M. at the Temple. 

 ððððð- 

 

The ñReligious Response to Hun-

ger,ò the annual fall fund drive, was 

very successful. Many thanks to the 

members of TAY who gave so gen-

erously once again and made it hap-

pen. About 450 bags were delivered 

to New Horizons of New Hamp-

shire on Friday, Oct. 3 with a splen-

did caravan comprised of TAY, TI 

and five city churches. The Man-

chester Police escort took us down 

the full length of Elm Street with 

police manning each intersection 

and every traffic light stop. It was 

(Continued on page 8) 

MEET THE BOARD  

Each month we introduce a member of 

the TAY board of Dorectors.  This 

month it is Fran Short, the assistant 

treasurer 

MILESTONES  

Happy Anniversary to these TAY 

couples celebrating this month: 

Gerald & Rosalind Angoff 

Kenneth & Deborah Baseman 

Gerald & Joni Berman 

Paul & Arlene Fishbein 

Joel & Ruth Gordon 

Philip & Carolyn Hoffman 

 

Happy Birthday to the following 

youngsters: 

Myles Kantor       Joseph Masry 

Samantha Muskat  Samara Rozen 

Dillon Rozen   David Kassler 

Samuel Katchen   Jilliam Kossak 

Dana Klaen   Adam Spierer 

Alyssa Ruvinsky     

Zachary Kaplan 

SOCIAL ACTION  

By Alan D. Kaplan 
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wonderful exposure for New Horizons. 

 
I want to extend my appreciation to the 

Social Action Committee members and 

others who worked diligently to ensure 

the success of the food drive. Many 

thanks to Linda Gerson who obtained 

500 grocery bags for distribution! A 

special thank you to Ashley Deeter 

who ñsaved the dayò and coordinated 

the distribution of bags during Rosh 

HaShannah and also manned the van 

and greeted those who brought food on 

Yom Kippur. Ashley, you truly em-

body the spirit of ñTikum Olamò. 

  

Thank you to Merchantôs Motors for 

donating the use of a van and to Nancy 

Frankel who can always be counted on 

as our driver on Caravan Day who has 

picked up the van, drove and returned 

it for the past four years. Thank you to 

Karen Rothstein for all her help and 

support with the mailing to the reli-

gious community. Last, but not least, a 

big thank you to our own Tom Ander-

son who is always there for whatever 

we need. 

 
 The need for food continues as the 

numbers increase both at the New Ho-

rizons Soup Kitchen and Food Pantry. 

For those members who visit the Cur-

rier Museum of Art, they have gener-

ously offered to help New Horizons 

and have placed a container for cans as 

part of admittance to the Andy Warhol 

exhibit. TAY will be responsible for 

pick up and delivery. Please do what 

you can to continue to drop off a can or 

two when you visit the Museum and 

the Temple. 

Shalom.    

JoAnn Meyers 

(Social Action continued from page 7) 

about worsening conditions. There 

were also letters from the 1960s, 

from family friends then living in 

Buenos Aires, and  even a series of 

letters from the mayor of the Polish 

town in response to questions about 

the fate of Samôs family. Of course, 

he learned nothing specific. 

 

Since we discovered the contents of 

the letters, my dad has wanted visit 

his grandfatherôs hometown. In Sep-

tember, my parents, my sister and I 

visited Russia and Poland and were 

able to spend a day in Parczew. Fol-

lowing my great-grandfatherôs ex-

ample, my father (thanks to the 

wonders of the internet) had corre-

sponded with the current mayor of 

Parczew, who agreed to meet with 

us. 

 

Parczew is northeast of Lublin, not 

(Continued on page 9) 

 Fulfilling  A Dream  

By Beth Stonebraker 

 

It all started with a package of letters. 

My great-grandfather, Sam, was born 

in Poland in 1891. To avoid being 

drafted, he left his hometown of 

Parczew at the age of 12 and never 

returned. His familyðparents, sis-

ters, nieces and nephewsðstayed in 

Poland and were probably killed in 

the Holocaust. The only thing Sam 

had left of his family was a pile of 

letters. When my grandmother died, 

my dad inherited those letters. 

 

Written in a mixture of Polish and 

Yiddish, the letters were inscrutable 

until a few years ago, when we found 

a translator. Much of the pile was 

mundane; things like Rosh Hashanah 

greetings from friends. But there 

were also letters from Samôs family ï 

one in 1939 informing Sam of the 

death of his father, and, heartbreak-

ingly, letters from the 1940s asking 

for money and expressing concern 

Marking the start of their religious education, 11 first graders, joined 
by five kindergarten children, participated in consecration services 
last month. More than 50 adult congregants and other children came 
to welcome the youngsters and celebrate Simchat Torah by carrying 
temple scrolls up and down the sanctuary aisles and then unwinding 
and rewinding two of them. 

DIALOGUES: A Blog on Paper 

This is a monthly series of personal essays by congregants exploring Jewish 

life in either the sanctuary or community. So if you have questions or experi-

ences youôd like to share with us please be our guests. 

 

Pulpit Exchange 

The Reform Rabbiôs Pulpit Exchange 

is Friday, Nov. 21.  Rabbi Davidson 

will be in Dover, and Rabbi Joshua 

Segal will be at TAY.  Please worship 

with  and learn from other rabbis in 

our state.  


